























 While internationalization of higher education is making its steady 
progress in recent years through collaborative teaching and learnming 
across borders, internationalization of Japanese higher education hasn’t 
shown much of its progress because of its numerous long standing issues left 
unsolved. This paper starts by arguing that it is necessary for a small nation 
like Japan with its few natural resources, decreasing birthrate and aging 
population to internationalize its colleges and universities that are expected 
to produce globally competent individuals in the 21st century. It then 
identifies the aforementioned longstanding issues along with their 
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background factors before moving on to explore possible solutions to those 
issues. Among the issues to be covered are international student mobility, 
compatibility of curricula, languages of in struc tion, and academic and 
administrative staff’s expertise and ap point ments, all being key areas of 
internationalization. These issues have to do with Japan’s persistant 
approaches to international relations that have lasted since the Meiji 
Restoration and also to the nation’s historical and cultural factors. To find 
solutions to these issues one by one and get their campus internationalization 
going, Japanese colleges and universities will really need to step up to 
diversify their curricula and constituents so as to expand their capacity to 
accept such diversity.
 So far there have been relatively few studies on longstanding issues and 
their possible solutions specific to Japan through the lense of practitioners in 
the field of internationalization of higher education, a sub-area of 
comparative and international education (Dolby 2010). I hope this article will 





















































































国・地域 人数 ％ 国・地域 人数 ％
米国 24,842 41.4 中国 79,082 59.6
中国 15,409 25.7 韓国 19,605 14.8
イギリス 3,871 6.5 台湾 5,332 4.0
オーストラリア 2,701 4.5 ベトナム 3,199 2.4
台湾 2,142 3.5 マレーシア 2,395 1.8
ドイツ 2,140 3.5 タイ 2,360 1.8
カナダ 2,005 3.3 米国 2,230 1.7
フランス 1,847 3.1 インドネシア 1,996 1.5
ニュージーランド 1,025 1.7 バングラディッシュ 1,683 1.3
韓国 989 1.6 ネパール 1,628 1.2
その他 2,952 4.9 その他 13,210 9.9






































































































































































































































































































2004年 2005年 2006年 2007年 2008年
常勤教員数 158,770 161,690 164,473 167,636 169,914
常勤外国人教員数 5,430 5,652 5,735 5,763 5,875

































































































































































































































































３） 北米を本拠とする NAFSA: Association of International Educators、欧州の
EAIE: European Association of International Education、そして、2006年に始まっ
たアジア太平洋の加盟大学（日本は早稲田大学）が輪番で開催する APAIE: 







４） 日本語能力試験（Japanese Language Proficiency Test）は、多様な学習者ニー
ズに応えるため、2010年より受験レベルを１段階増やし、それまでの１級（上
級）～４級（初級）から N1（上級）～N5（初級）の５レベルに変更した。
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